Moreover, the Savannah was significant for each stage of Augusta and Richmond County's economic growth. The major periods of development were those of fur trading, tobacco production, Age of Cotton, and the advent of industries. Slaves, too, were inseparably linked to all of these developments. During the antebellum era, Augusta was a commercial center for not only Richmond County, but as well for surrounding counties in Georgia and South Carolina.
"In colonial Augusta, as in Charles Town," Cashin writes, "slaves were an investment and plantations were run for profit by planters who preferred to live in town.""3 This is an accurate description of Augusta throughout the antebellum period as well. 
PHYLON
The data in Table 1 show trends of the population of Richmond County by race and condition from the first to the eighth federal census. The data reveal that between 1790 and 1800 there was a drastic decrease of the white and slave population. During that decade all of Columbia County and parts of Jefferson and Warren Counties were carved from Richmond.14 Richmond's white population witnessed a steady increase between 1810 and 1860. Excepting the federal census year 1840, the county's slave population increased steadily between 1800 and 1860. While the free black percent of the county's population had stabilized by 1820, the percent of the slave population gradually declined between 1820 and 1860.
A closer analysis of the data in Table 1 also reveals that the slave population did not grow at the rate that the white did during the three decades between 1830 and 1860. A number of factors contributed to the difference in the rate of growth of the white and slave population. During that period, Augusta and Richmond County witnessed an influx of white foreigners, especially Irish and French. Virginians and South Carolinans also continued to settle in the port area in large numbers.
Accurate demographic data for Augusta before 1800 are not available. Between 1800 and 1860, as the data in Table 2 suggest, the white and slave population peaked in 1852. For the six decades from 1800 to 1860, the slave population of the city declined from 46 percent to 29 percent of the total population. As the data in Table 2 indicate, the decade of 1850 witnessed the greatest decline in the slave population: from 46 percent to 29 percent of the total population of the city. What accounts for this decline of Richmond County's urban slave population during the last decade of the slavery era? The figures do not speak for themselves. In the towns and cities, the growing practice of obtaining the service of slave labor by hire instead of an archaic system.... Plantation Negroes who were sent to the cities and towns to be hired lost much of their submissiveness and became more sophisticated in the milieu of the city ways.'6 Claudia Dale Goldin has quite properly and successfully challenged these explanations.17 In her insightful work, Goldin found that the urban slave population fluctuated in magnitude because the availability of substitute white labor made the demand for slaves in cities greater than in rural areas.
On the impact of substitute white labor, Florence Fleming Corley noted that "the influx of white craftsmen and workers from Europe just before 1850 caused keen competition between blacks and whites in Augusta and the blacks of the expanding cotton lands in the West." The demand for slaves in southwest Georgia during the late antebellum era also helps to explain the decline of slavery in Augusta during the 1840s and 1850s; in a letter to the editor of the Chronicle in January 1860, a contemporary writer voiced concern about the loss of so many of Augusta's slaves and asked, "What is to be done to supply the deficiency which is produced with us by the great great demand for Negroes in the Southwest?"'8 Nevertheless, during the slavery era, slaves in Augusta made up a significant element of Richmond County's population. In 1800, for example, the 1,017 slaves in Augusta were 38 percent of the county's total slave population. Sixty years later, Augusta's 3,663 bondspersons had increased to 44 percent of Richmond County's 8,389 slaves. Thus, when statistically compared with rural slavery, it appears that urban slavery in Richmond County of 1860 was just as viable as rural slavery in the county. The information in Table 3 The total number of taxpayers in 1818 also included 47 free blacks. Twentyfive (or 53 percent) of these non-slave black Richmond County taxpayers were listed as slaveholders. The number of slaves for which these free blacks were assessed taxes ranged from one to eight. Caesar Kennedy and Judy Kelly were listed with eight each. A total of 49 slaves were listed for free black Richmond Countians.2' As might be gathered from the population figures in Table 2 , these 47 free black taxpayers were 33 percent of the 140 non-slave blacks in the county when the 1820 federal census was taken.
Although free blacks were listed as slaveholders in Richmond County in the tax digest of 1818, and some were listed among slaveholders in later digests of the county, it is questionable whether any of them were ever of an "exploitation type."21 Moreover, the laws of Georgia specifically prohibited 
Garrett also put the following notice in the paper in September 1806:
The subscriber has for Sale 16 likely African Negroes. They have been one year in the country, and worked to advantage -the above Negroes are a well chosen few and will be sold low for cash or produce.29
It is apparent from these advertisements that Augustans continued to engage in the foreign slave trade after it was outlawed by the state constitution in 1798. Yet compared to Savannah, Augusta was a small center of foreign trade in Africans.30
Augusta was also one of the points of entrance into Georgia for the interstate slave traders. There were several ferries on the Savannah River, above Augusta, which connected with three roads from Hamburg, South Carolina, that were used to get slaves into Georgia. As provided by a state law of 1817, all persons bringing slaves into Georgia were required to register with the Clerk of the Superior Court. The "slave books" of Richmond County provide important information. Data in the slave books kept by the Clerk of Superior Court of Richmond County reveal that the first three months and the last two months of the year were the busiest seasons for the slave traffic from the North to and through Augusta. From "slave books" that are extant, it might be concluded that a large number of slaves were imported to Georgia through Augusta. In 1818, 2,838 were imported; 1,694 in 1819, 1,371 in 1820, and 1,273 in 1823. During the four-year period, a total of 7,176 slaves were brought in by 1,171 traders.31 Such importations indicate that Augusta and the area of Georgia served by Augusta had fewer slaves than they wanted to help meet labor needs during the 1820s.
The local slave trading business in Augusta was as old as the institution of slavery in the city, and slaves were sold for a variety of reasons. The sale of slaves to grant a slaveholder's last will and to settle an estate was very common in Augusta. Evidence also suggests that the local slave traders carried on a lucrative business in antebellum Augusta. The federal census of 1860 reported 28 persons in Georgia whose occupation was listed as slave trader.33 A number of the traders were Augustan and they carried on the business at the city's market house. The old market house in Augusta dated to the 1790s and the state legislature authorized in 1825 a new market house.34 The market house or slave market, as it was commonly known, was a location for individual slaveholders to reduce their surplus of slaves. Sales of the sheriff took place there too.35
Although slave trading was good in Augusta throughout the antebellum period, the 1850s were doubtlessly the golden age for the slave dealers in the city. In the 1850s, Fredrika Bremer, an English traveler in America, observed the following scene at an Augusta slave market:
On our way [to the railroad] we passed through the slave market. Forty or fifty young persons of both sexes were walking up and down before the house in expectation of purchasers. The young slaves here offered for sale were from twelve to twenty years of age.36
She also saw a little boy who looked to be about six years old. Bremer added that:
Many of these children were fair mulattoes, and some of them were very pretty. One young girl of twelve was so white, that I should have supposed her to belong to the white race; her features, too were also those of the whites. The slave-keeper told us that the day before, another girl, still fairer and handsomer, had been sold for fifteen hundred dollars.37 PHYLON "we will purchase any number of young and likely NEGROES from 10 to 25 years of age for which the highest cash prices will be paid." W. E. Archer, L. Graves & Co. announced the following in the local newspaper: "wanted to purchase 50 Negroes, FOR which the Highest CASH PRICES will be paid. Also, have on hand, some good COOKS, HOUSE SERVANTS, and FIELD-HANDS. Can be seen at W. E. Archer and Co.'s Stable."38 Luther Roll had a cook, house servants, a painter, trimmer, and others. Roll, who was a resident of Augusta's second ward and was listed in the federal census as a merchant, owned 20 slaves in 1860, seven less than were reported for him in the 1850 census. He was in charge of an estate with 12 slaves in 1850.39
The slave traders mentioned above were just a few of the dealers in Augusta's slave trading business. Commission-merchants and secret speculators were also engaged in the slave selling business. And as Frederic Bancroft noted, a number of slave dealers transacted their business in public "at the Lower Market House" in Augusta.40
Slaves in Augusta also witnessed the slave auctions in the city. Eugene Wesley Smith, an ex-slave of Augusta, provided an account in the language that follows:
I saw them selling slaves myself here in Augusta at the old market. They put them up on something like a table, bid them off just like you would do horses or cows. They was two men. I can recollect. I know one was called Mr. Heckle. He used to buy slaves, speculating. The other was named Wilson. They would sell your mother from the children. That was the reason so many colored people married their sisters and brothers, not knowing until they got to talking about it. One would say "I remember my grandmother," and another would say, "That's my grandmother," and then they'd find out they were sister and brother.41
Absentee ownership of slaves in Augusta and Richmond County was also pronounced in 1830. As the data in Table 4 indicate, the third ward had 390 or the largest number of absentee slave owners in the city, the first ward ranked second with 111 slaves of absentee owners, and the second ward was third with 93. Although not included in the Table 4 lend themselves to several interpretations. In some cases the census taker listed a slave driver as owner. For example, in the second ward, Edward Thomas and other slaves -seven slaves and a total of seven in the household -were listed. In a number of cases a man and his wife were permitted by their owner to live out and to hire their time. There were many cases of "one black slave living alone."42 Since the census records are not clear on a number of points, data on absentee ownership should be used with care. An investigation of slaveholding in Richmond County in 1860 does not offer any basis for predicting the ultimate demise of slavery in the county. When the federal census was taken in 1860, the county had a total of 2,627 families. The number of slaveholding families in the county that year represented about 34 percent of the total number of families. Thus, the typical family in Richmond County in 1860 was a non-slaveholding family, in that about two thirds of the families owned no slaves.
The total figures in
Judging from the data in Table 5 A comparison of the data in Table 6 with that in Table 3 During the last three years before the Civil War, the value of slaves in Richmond County for tax purposes ranged from 20 to 21 percent of the total taxable property of the county. As the data in Table 7 Although the numerical ratio between slaveholder and nonslaveholder in Augusta and Richmond County was always very wide, whites of all classes were encouraged to believe that they would some day enhance their social status by becoming slaveowners. Augusta and Richmond County's human property was thus quite valuable socially as well as economically on the eve of the American Civil War. A slave's real worth in both the city and county was determined not only by his monetary worth, but a slave gave his master and/ or mistress a social status which could not be measured in terms of dollars and cents. It could be argued, then, that the slaves of Augusta and Richmond County provided not only the labor system upon which the economy was built, but the foundation of the social order as well.
